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dler on the Roof were favorites. While stationed in New York City at the Military Post
Office. he enjoyed many Broadway plays and musicals.

Dennis served in Armmy from 1968-1971 and was stationed in Izmir., Turkey for two of
those years. He and hiS_wﬁe_UateJ_ad._toj_.G,re@psLMpwrgcgo*.S_QucgaL‘.th,e Canary Islands,
Addis Abba, Ethiopia, and many areas in India.

VA. The company contracted work with RG Moore and Co.: ESG Companies for the
Oceans C ondominium on Atlantic Avenue. and the Celsa Del Mar Hotel. VA Beach.

Outstanding in the reading blueprints. Jjob specs. and determining cost estimates, he won
bids and performed work il many projects in Virginia. Some of the large projects included
painting six Chesapeake City Schools: painting piping S¥stem in the Norfolk Federa]
Building: and the application of ousside coating on the Omni Hozel in Norfolk, VA. After
becoming an 8-A contracior. he was awarded contracis bv NASA Langley in Hampton,
VA: Norfolk Air Station to paint ships: and with the siate of Virginia to paint bridges.
One of the bridges was the old Gilmerion Bridge on Military Highway in Chesapeake. He
later expanded inio eleciromagnetic applications of painting metal products. such as office
furniture and appliances.

d During the ear} eighties, this €xpansion led 10 3 Company name change, WD Johnson

Powder Coating_ Inc__ the first powder coating facility in Hampion Roads. This new meth-
od coated metal parts with powder pain: by an eleciromagnetic process applied using heat
which revolutionized painiing in the amio indusiry. An avid reader, a self-taught chemist
and a visionary during his time. in the early nineties. he moved the business. at the request
of Ford Motor C ompany. to Southfield. Michigan.

In the mid-nineties, one of his proudest accomplishments was earning the Ford Q1 Pre-
ferred Quality Award which represents certifications and enhancements beyond the indus-
r¥’s standard for Outstanding Quality Production and Control. In recognition of this
achievement. Ford Motor C ompany presented him a Ford QI Flag that flew over his facili-

ty. This was the highest honor awarded to Ford Motor Company suppliers.

He returned to Virginia in early 2000°s dye to health problems: however, he continued to
work as a Housing Inspector for HUD and various mortgage companies. The last few
months. even during declining health. he was about to take the test to become a notary.
| When asked “why don’t you take a break from studying.™ his reply was “because I want to
pass the test the first time [ take it.” To the end, he really did do it “His Way.”

He leaves to cherish his memory: his wife of 47 years, Carolyn Chesson Johnson; daugh-
ter, Shara Denise Johnson; sisters. Marie "Dot" Quten, Janice "Nessie" Carrington, Andrea

"Annie Rose" Bolden, and Linda "Bright" Johnson; and a host of nieces, nephews, and
f| many, many friends. He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, John Henry Smith,

J | Hubert Smith, Daryl "Fats" Johnson, and Russel] Smith; and sisters, Barbara Jenkins, Joan

Johnson, and Vivian "F equia" Johnson.
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