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James Jackson "Biff” Henderson

James “Biff” Henderson is a graduate of the Hillside Class of 1967. While at Hillside
Henderson was a serious tennis player and was a member of the Hornet tennis team.

Using his early interest in communicating with people, he was a part of  the Hornet
yearbook staff. His father was a successful businessman, bank chairman, and head of the

Durham Housing Authority.  James and his family  had comfortable middle-class life
where they were involved in Durham community.  After graduating from Hillside ,James

earned a degree in Business Administration from Hampton Institute (now Hampton
University).

He also served in the United States Army during the Vietnam War. After college,
Henderson was drafted into the Army. In 1968 and ’69, he spent more than a year with an
artillery patrol unit stationed at Dong Ha Combat Base in Vietnam. He worked as a stage

manager on the 1969 version of To Tell The Truth. He joined NBC in the early 1970s,
working first for the NBC Radio sales department and then as stage manager during NBC's

coverage of the World Series and coverage of various NASA missions.

Henderson is an American comedian and television personality best known for his work
on the Late Show with David Letterman. His association with David Letterman, which

spanned 35 years, began in 1980 as a stage manager on The David Letterman Show (NBC).
He appeared in occasional humorous segments, which often involved interviewing people

at public places and events. 
He rejoined David Letterman with the launch of Late Night with David Letterman (NBC) in

1982, remaining with it and Late Show with David Letterman (CBS) for their entire runs.
Henderson frequently participated in the on-screen antics and sometimes was the star of
short segments recounting his humorous adventures in New York. Henderson's "theme"

music on the show was "Milestones" by Miles Davis.

Henderson career has brought pride to the African American community being on
Television almost every week for over 30 years. And bringing honor to the blue and white

Hillside family.

Carol Nixon
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