


 



 



History of Hillside High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest black schools in Durham prior to the building of Whitted School in 1887 were the Ledger Public 

School in Hayti and the Hack Road Public School.  James Whitted, a highly respected man of mixed races 

(Black and Native American) who had managed to educate himself, was superintendent of Ledger Public 

School. 

 

In 1887, what is now called Hillside High School was founded under the name of Whitted School in honor 

of its first principal, James A. Whitted.  The school, which was located on the corner of Blackwell and 

Pettigrew Streets, burned in 1888 and it was relocated into the Bull Factory warehouse.  In 1890, 161 pupils 

attended the school’s six grades.  Whitted taught the upper grades, William G. Person taught the middle 

grades and two female teachers taught the first and second grades. 

 

The first class graduated from the ninth grade of Whitted School in 1896.  Also, in 1896, a permanent brick 

building was constructed on Proctor and Ramsey Street for black children at a cost of $8,000.00. In 1899, 

the building was destroyed and reconstructed, but students were housed in churches during that school year.  

In 1901, another black school, West End, was built.  At this time 707 students were enrolled in the Durham 

black graded schools.  In 1909, the East End School was constructed. 

 

Only nine grades existed at Whitted from 1896 until 1911, but in 1911 a tenth grade was added.  The 11th 

grade was added in 1918.  From 1919 until 1920, first graders were housed in “dog houses,” which were 

temporary shacks near the brick school building. 

 

The Whitted School, which was in poor condition, burned in 1921, and students had to attend double 

sessions at East End and West End Schools.  John Sprunt Hill, a leading Durham citizen, donated land for 

a new building on Pine and Umstead Streets, which was named Hillside Park High School in honor of the 

donor and the fact that the school was located next to Hillside Park, a public city owned black park.  The 

class of 1944 was the first to graduate under the 12-year system. 

 

The “Park” was dropped form the name Hillside High School in 1943.  In 1950, because of overcrowding 

in the high school, the student body moved into what was then called Whitted Junior High School, located 

near the campus of North Carolina Central University (NCCU) on Concord Street and the Whitted Junior 

High School students moved into the Old Hillside Park High School building closer to downtown Durham.  

The school’s buildings also swapped names.  Hillside High School at this time only enrolled 10th, 11th, and 

12th grades and Whitted Junior High School enrolled 7th, 8th, and 9th. 

 

Additions of an auditorium, cafeteria, auto shop, classrooms and a gymnasium were made to accommodate 

the number of high school students in 1949.  A classroom annex was added to the Hillside building in 1962.  

In 1966 a new library was added, and a new band room was constructed in 1975.  Hillside was relocated to 

a brand new, state-of-the-art building on Fayetteville Street in 1995. 

 

Hillside has come a long way since it first existed as a small grade school in the 1880s.  The educational 

goals which it founders set at that early date set the standard for the Legacy of excellence to which countless 

generations of Hillside graduates have contributed. 
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Not Picture: Craig Page (Secretary), C. Ray Jones (Assistant 

Treasurer), Timothy Faison, (Parade Chair), H. Michael Spears 
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PROGRAM 

 

 

Welcome – Frederick S. Brown, President, NAAHHS 

 

Occasion – Jessie Giles, Vice President – NAAHHS 

 

Coronation – 2019/20 Mr. & Ms.  Hillside Alumni 

 

Hillside News— Dr. William Logan (Principal) 

Wendell Tabb (Drama Department) 

 

Invocation/Grace – Elder Allen Gattis, Chaplain, NAAHHS 

 

=DINNER= 

 

Recognitions – Frederick S. Brown 

 

Greetings from the HHS Student Body 

HHS SGA President 

 

Friends of Hillside Service Award 

Grover C. Burthey, Jr. -  Funeral Director 

H. M. “Mickey” Michaux - Former State Representative 

 

Featured Singer – Rev. Timothy Faison 

 

Call to Action – H. Michael Spears 

 

Introduction of 2019 Hall of Fame Inductees 

Virginia Watson Adams, PhD. 

Audrey Fairley Boykin 

Willie “Ricky” Brown 

Ferne Thorpe Dixon 

Claudine Daye Lewis 

James Sanders, Jr. 

 

School Song 

 

Benediction – Elder Allen Gattis 

 
 



Virginia Watson Adams 
Class of 1963 

 

Virginia Watson Adams, PhD, RN, FAAN is the daughter of Floyd and 

Gracie Green Watson of Durham, NC, and sister to Floyd Watson Jr., 

Robert Lee Watson, Mary Louise Blue, Shirley Ann Jones and William 

Aerique Watson.  She is the proud mother of Tonja Camille Gooden and 

William Aeric Adams and grandmother of Jalen Khalil Thompson.  

 

Her most recent career contributions were in the role dean of the UNC Wilmington School of 

Nursing (SON) and first director of the inaugural National League for Nursing (NLN) Center for 

Diversity and Global Initiatives.  After serving a year as interim dean at East Tennessee State 

University College of Nursing, she became the first African American dean at UNC Wilmington 

School of Nursing.  In the Wilmington community, she became the first African American nurse 

to simultaneously serve on a hospital board, a public health board, a mental health board and area 

health education board, two of which she chaired. Partnering with NC Representatives Thomas 

Wright, Danny McComas and Carolyn Justice and Senator Julia Boseman; also, Downtown 

Wilmington Rotary Club and UNCW administration, she secured $30M in funding for the design 

and construction of a new facility for its School of Nursing, the only building on campus that was 

fully funded from inception. Other community engagement initiatives included two nurse-

managed clinics in rural communities, a school health center and a successful 4-year SON pipeline 

health careers academy (Camp Bones) for under-represented students. 

 

In her role as the first director of the inaugural NLN Center for Diversity and Global Initiatives, 

she gave voice to the critical need for a more diverse nurse educator workforce to the 40,000 

members of NLN and over 1200 member schools through an annual workshop on diversity and 

inclusion strategies. A vision statement about achieving diversity and meaningful inclusion in 

nursing education was developed and made available to all nursing education programs followed 

by a diversity and inclusivity toolkit to guide nursing education programs in their efforts to achieve 

excellence. She planned and facilitated a yearly global roundtable for faculty who were educated 

in countries other than the US or had current academic partnerships with other nations. Strategies 

that addressed common nursing education issues were developed. As the inaugural chair of the 

Core Steering Group of the International Council of Nurses Education Network (ICNEN), she 

convened a core steering group from Australia, Finland, Taiwan, United Kingdom and South 

Africa, that represented their regions of the world. Quarterly virtual meetings were with the Core 

Steering Group. Face to face meetings regarding global nursing education issues were convened 

during the biennial ICN Congress in countries around the world. 

 

Currently, Dr. Adams is Chair of the Physical & Mental Health Subcommittee of the Wilmington 

(NC) Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Co-chair of the American Academy of 

Nursing Diversity & Inclusivity Committee and a member of the New Hanover County 

Consolidated Public Health and Social Services Board. 

 

Dr. Adams received her BSN from Winston-Salem State University, MSN from UNC-Chapel Hill 

and PhD from UNC Greensboro. She has a 13-year military history (active and reserve) and 

achieved the rank of Lt. Colonel.  

 

Selected Honors include Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing, WSSU Distinguished 

Nurse Educator Award and UNC-Chapel Hill Distinguished Contributions to Nursing Education 

Award. 



Audrey Fairley Boykin 
Class of 1959 

 
Audrey Fairley Boykin is the eldest of the three children of the late Mable and 

Frederick Douglas Fairley’s. After graduating from Hillside High School in 1959, 

she received a BS degree in biology with a minor in media from North Carolina 

Central University. She began her professional career in the Medical Records 

Division at New York University but returned to Durham and taught math and 

science at Fayetteville Street School, Shepard Middle School, and Rogers-Herr 

Middle School. She did additional graduate work at Duke University and received a MA degree in educational 

administration and supervision with Summa Cum Laude honors from NCCU. She became assistant principal at Rogers 

Herr Middle School where she also served as Director of a joint Durham City Schools / Duke University Summer 

Enrichment and Masters of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Program. As Director of this program, she provided 

demonstration and internship opportunities for Duke University MAT students while working with students, teachers, 

and parents in area public and private schools. 

 

In 1986, Boykin became principal at C.C. Spaulding Elementary School and was recognized for leadership in student 

achievement with the N&O media depiction “CC Spaulding Students Defy All Testing Odds!” The school was also 

awarded the State’s Golden Key Award for innovative approaches to parent involvement. Audrey also received 

WTVD’s acclaimed “Educator of the Year Award” and was featured as one of the stations “Hometown Heroes.” She 

received the Ebonette’s “Making a Difference Award” and also honored as a Durham Woman of Distinction for her 

service to the community. She was co-producer of two educational videos for television with then State Superintendent 

Craig Phillips. Audrey participated in a foreign study project affording local students in Durham public and private 

schools as well as Chapel Hill/Carrboro students the opportunity to travel to France, England, and Italy. 

 

Audrey became principal of Pearsontown Elementary School, an institution recognized for outstanding student 

achievement - and after retiring, she returned to DPS partnering with that was facing academic challenges. After 

working with this program, she became an adjunct professor at NCCU were she methods classes in mathematics and 

science. Audrey’s religious and civic focus has been a paramount compliment to her life. She currently attends Peace 

Missionary Baptist Church and has participated in Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) for many years. Additional civic 

involvement included North Carolina Association of Educators, Durham Chamber of Commerce Education Task 

Force, Durham Literacy Council, Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies, Community Alliance for Global 

Study Projects, Literate Ladies of Durham Book Club, the Alpha Zeta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc. and a founding member of SS Renaissance Corporation. In spite of health issues, she has continued her service to 

the community. Although Boykin is the biological mother of one daughter, Hope Boykin, she has mentored numerous 

students - providing both moral and financial support where needed. She planted the seed of “reaching back, grabbing 

one” in her daughter, Hope. Hope, as such, captured her mother’s spirit and discovered an underprivileged student 

during one of her dance seminars, introduced him to her mother and, along with another member of her family, 

supplied financial support to this youth as he completed his high school and college years. Upon his graduation from 

Julliard, he has been able to become a renowned performer, choreographer, and lecturer throughout the country and 

world. After viewing the movie, “Blindside," he telephoned in tears thanking this family for assistance and 

proclaiming this film to be “his” story.  

 

Since retirement, Boykin has continued to be involved with students and fellow seniors in a service capacity. She and 

family members provide an annual scholarship in honor of her late parents for high school seniors who are members 

of their church—Peace Missionary Baptist. It is not uncommon for her to receive request from friends, for prayer and 

spiritual support. She presents workshops and seminars; has organized activities to promote an understanding of the 

necessity to vote and arranges transportation to get citizens of Durham to the polls. In 2017, Audrey joined four 

Hillside High School alumni members to form the SS Renaissance Corporation to support the performing arts at 

Hillside High School. It was through this organization that the famed “Mr. G’s Swing School” returned to the Hillside 

stage through the dynamic work of Mr. Wendell Tabb in his production of “Hallelujah, It’s Swing School!” and 

students and teachers in area schools had the opportunity to learn more about the legacy of Hillside High School and 

its graduates who were “first” and/or very prominent in their professions. An outgrowth of this activity was the call 

from Mr. Tabb to sponsor an HHS Legacy Week-end Luncheon to compliment his formidable legacy weekend 

program. 

 

 



Willie “Ricky” Brown 
Class of 1967 

 
Willie Brown known to many as " Ricky" grew up with a passion for 

automobiles. During his tenure at Hillside he assembled a string of hot 

rods. After graduating from Hillside High School in 1967, he attended 

NCCU while continuing his quest to build fast cars. He was quoted as 

saying "I attended classes at NCCU and would come right back home-

and crawl under my hot rod and continue working". While at the 

University, Brown built his first race car which was a 1955 Chevrolet 2 door sedan boasting a 350 

cubic inch, 400 horse powers, and manual transmission. One of his professors asked him to bring 

the race car to class for a “Show & Tell” discussion. His quest for gold continued as he broke the 

racial color barriers one race at a time. He was the first and only Black sportsman racer to enter 

and race at the newly built Rockingham Dragway sanctioned by NHRA for a national event. 

  

   After participating on the largest stage in drag racing with competitors from all over the nation, 

a fire was lit under him to take racing to heights where Blacks from the Triangle area had never 

been. Then in 1973, "Ricky" built a 1968 Chevy Camaro which he meticulously fine-tuned it to 

become one of the most highly favored cars to win the race on race day at any local track. He won 

eleven weekend races in a row at Sanford Dragstrip. After the final race the track owner refused 

to pay him all of the prize money. The track owner closed the track and converted it into a trailer 

park. The momentum continued into 1974 where his 1968 Camaro won a race at Dunn-Benson 

Dragstrip. As he was loading his car to leave the track, he found himself and his partner surrounded 

by several White competitors. The spokesman for the group told Brown "if you come back to this 

damn track again, I will personally put up a $100 protest fee challenging the legality of your race 

car". The next weekend "Ricky" and his partner showed up again with seven $100 bills taped 

inside the front windshield of his car-carrier truck (back then it was unheard of for a Black man to 

own a car transporter truck). Brown instructed the young boy on the gate to run and tell the posse 

that surrounded him last weekend that after the race, he wanted to protest all seven of them, not 

just one. As "Ricky" started to unload his race car, word came across the track P A system that no 

protest would be allowed that day. Chalk up another win for the Hillside graduate.  

 

   Over the next 30 years Willie Brown continued to build quality high performance cars both show 

and race cars (Camaros, Chevelles, and a Dodge). His biggest moment in racing came in the year 

2000 when he returned to Rockingham Dragway and won the Super Chevy Show Magazine Race 

(Box). Not only did he receive a large cash prize and contingencies, but his picture was later put 

in Super Chevy Magazine which is sold worldwide. Brown retired after that illustrious win, but it 

wasn't over for him. In 2018 he was awarded a Humanitarian Award by a group out of Maryland 

called "The Crew" at Maryland International Raceway in Budds Creek, MD.  

 

   Today Willie “Ricky” Brown still attends big races up and down the East Coast. He says, " It's 

still in my blood but I like to just keep up with the new racing technology, meet new people, and 

hopefully meet the next Black legend of the sport from Hillside High School".  

 

 
 



Fern Thorpe Dixon 
Class of 1964 

 

Ferne Thorpe Dixon, daughter of the late John and Naomi Thorpe, was born at 

Lincoln Hospital in Durham, NC.  She has one sister, Amelia, who is a 1957 

graduate of Hillside High School (HHS).  Ferne is a 1964 graduate of HHS.  

While at Hillside, she was a member of the National Honor Society, the 

marching and concert bands, and the French Club.  

 

She attended North Carolina College (now North Carolina Central University) where she graduated with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in French and English.  During her sophomore year, she participated in an exchange 

program affording her the opportunity to spend a semester at the University of Wisconsin.  Having 

established strong ties, Ferne continues to stay in touch with her student host.  

 

While at NCCU, Ferne was inducted into the Alpha Chi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and 

Pi Delta Phi National French Honor Society.  She returned to NCCU and received a Master of Arts degree 

in English.  

 

In 1968, Ferne began her teaching career with the Durham Public Schools (DPS).  Her first teaching job was 

as a French teacher at Whitted Junior High.  A few years later, she began teaching at Durham High School 

(DHS) where she was chairperson of the French Department and DHS representative for the Duke-Durham 

Fellows Program. 

 

During her tenure with DPS, a foreign-study project afforded Ferne the opportunity to chaperone students 

to France, England, Belgium, and Italy.  Through her work with Sister Cities of Durham, she also took 

students to Kostroma, Russia.  She taught English as a Second Language (ESL) at Durham Technical 

Community College for several years. 

 

Ferne worked with colleagues, Julia Fairley and Barbara Porter Logan, to develop the program, Foreign 

Languages in the Elementary and Middle Schools (FLEMS).  She became one of the television teachers for 

this project. 

 

Her last five years as a teacher in DPS were spent at Hillside High School.   There, she chaired a group of 

teachers and staff who recreated the Harlem Renaissance for the entire student body. 

 

In 2017, Ferne worked with a team to form the Swing School Renaissance Corporation and worked diligently 

for two years on the goals of the organization.  This included a Legacy Luncheon honoring Mr. H. Gattis’ 

100th birthday and a Legacy Weekend honoring several HHS graduates. The Corporation’s ultimate goal of 

bringing back Mr. G’s Swing School to the Hillside stage was achieved with the production of “Hallelujah!  

It’s a Swing School Musical” directed and produced by Mr. Wendell Tabb, Director of Theatre.   

 

Additional contributions Ferne has made through SS Renaissance include: 

• Study/Resource Guides recognizing achievements of Hillside graduates. 

• Presentation of a check ($13,000) to the Performing Arts Department at HHS. 

• Joining others in support of naming the HHS auditorium the John Gattis/Wendell Tabb Theatre and the 

Wendell Tabb Stage. Ferne and the Renaissance team received Special Recognition Legacy Award 

plaques from the HHS drama department.  

 

Other affiliations and activities that Ferne enjoys are the Literate Ladies Book Club, Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Friday Friends (lunch bunch), Mission Payoff (helping the elderly), Sister Cities of Durham, HHS 

Class of ’64, and the National Alumni Association of Hillside High School.  She is a life-long member of 

White Rock Baptist Church. 

 

Ferne is the mother of two adult children, Fredrick (Rick) Dixon (Suan) and Ivy Joy McMillan (Derrick).  

She is blessed to have a beautiful blended family of grandchildren and great-grands. 



Claudine Daye Lewis 
Class of 1961 

 
Mrs. Claudine Daye Lewis was the Salutatorian of her Hillside High School Class of 

1961.  Among other organizations, she was in the National Honor Society and was voted 

"Most Likely to Succeed."   

 

After high school, Claudine entered North Carolina Central University (NCCU). While 

there, she was included in Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities; inducted 

into Alpha Kappa Mu and Beta Kappa Chi honor societies; and initiated into Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She 

also was in several other organizations and served as a Senior Counselor. Claudine graduated magna cum laude with 

a B.S. degree in Mathematics.   

 

Shortly after graduating from NCCU, Claudine was hired by IBM, where she trained as a Computer Programmer in 

Poughkeepsie, NY. After training, Claudine became one of the first Black Computer Programmers to work in the IBM 

Raleigh, NC Programming Laboratory.  

After marrying, Claudine transferred to Charlottesville, VA and worked for IBM as a Systems Engineer until her 

husband was drafted into the Army.  She then returned to the IBM Raleigh Programming Lab and worked until she 

resigned to accompany her husband to Kaiserslautern, Germany, where they lived for two years. Returning to IBM, 

she worked as a Systems Engineer for several years in Fayetteville, NC and later in Durham, NC, where she worked 

in the IBM Research Triangle Park Networking Laboratory. She designed and implemented the lab's Quality System 

and served as a global consultant for registering IBM software and hardware laboratories to the ISO 9001 international 

standard.  

While at IBM, Claudine received several awards including: Systems Engineer of the Month several times; IBM World-

Wide Systems Engineer Symposium; Distinguished Contribution Award, presented by the IBM Senior Vice-President 

and General Manager; and the Leadership Award in Achieving ISO 9001 Certification for the IBM RTP Networking 

Laboratory. She retired from IBM as a Senior Project Manager in July 2008 after a 39-year career.  

Claudine believes in guiding our youth. She has been a mentor to middle school, high school, and NCCU students. 

She is a strong advocate for promoting good scholarship among students and providing funds to support their 

educational pursuits. She helped establish the NCCU AKA Endowed Scholarship and the NCCU Class of 1965 

Endowed Scholarship funds.  She has served on the Alpha Zeta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Scholarship Committee and has been the chairperson of the Hillside High School Class of 1961 Scholarship 

Committee for several years. 

Having participated in sit-ins and protests during the Civil Rights Movement, Claudine served on the "Confronting 

Change" Committee to establish a permanent Civil Rights Exhibit at the Carolina Theatre in Durham, NC. She also is 

one of the founders of SS Renaissance Inc., a non-profit organization that supports the Performing Arts Department 

at Hillside High School. This organization was instrumental in bringing back "Swing School." 

Claudine is a Golden Eagle and lifetime member of the NCCU Alumni Association; a Golden and lifetime member 

of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.; a member of the National Alumni Association of Hillside High School; and a 

member of Union Baptist Church.   

Claudine now spends her time on her family genealogy, sorority committees and other activities, volunteer projects at 

the Durham Rescue Mission and Urban Ministries, and traveling. She has visited over 110 major cities in 13 countries 

across North America and Europe. 

Claudine is married to Elvis Lewis, Jr., with whom she has two sons: Elvis Lewis III and Kevin. She and her husband 

also have a daughter-in-law, Chaundra Mosley Lewis, and three granddaughters: Kennedy, Lauryn and Chandler. 

  



James Sanders, Jr. 
Class of 1964 

 
Mr. James Sanders, Jr. was born in Durham, North Carolina. He is the fourth of eight 

children of Irene and James Norris Sanders Sr. He attended the Durham Public Schools 

graduating from Hillside High School in 1964. He has an undergraduate Bachelor of 

Arts Degree from North Carolina Central University with Cum Laude honors, a Master 

of Science Degree from the State University of New York at New Paltz with Magna 

Cum Laude honors and completed additional graduate studies at Clark University in 

Worcester, Massachusetts.  

 

Professionally, Mr. Sanders was an educator with experience on the secondary and collegiate levels. He completed 

thirty-three years as a social studies teacher in the Washingtonville Central School District and thirteen years as an 

adjunct instructor for Marist College in the Division of Humanities. Mr. Sanders' teaching philosophy centered on 

imparting knowledge wrapped around life-long learning and critical thinking skills with a sizeable dose of confidence 

and self-esteem ingrained in his students. He specialized in curriculum development and implementation to effectively 

teach students with varying academic ability ranging to honors and advanced placement classes. He wrote and 

implemented the District's Advance Placement American History course with eighty percent of his students scoring 

4s and 5s on the national exam. His teaching in Washingtonville also served as a positive role model to his students, 

especially African-Americans because for many years he was the only African-American professional in the high 

school.  

 

During his professional career Mr. Sanders received numerous awards. He was a two-time recipient of the Board of 

Education of the Washingtonville Central School District Award for Accomplishment in 1993 and 2003. In 1996 he 

was the recipient of the Mid-Hudson Social Studies Council Outstanding High School Social Studies Teaching Award. 

In 2000 he was the recipient of the Principal's ABCD Award (Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award) and in 

2004, while serving as the Director of Operations for the Glenn Hines Boys and Girls Club, Mr.  

Sanders was honored as the Employee of the Year.  

 

During his residency in Newburgh, New York for more than forty years Mr. Sanders was actively involved in the 

civic and social affairs of the community. He served as an active board member of the 1st Book Reading Literacy of 

Orange County participating in their service initiatives. He was a member of the City of Newburgh Youth Bureau 

Prevention Policy Board and rendered services in support of their Youth Summit and Youth Pride Day Parade 

initiatives. He was a member of the local NAACP and worked closely with the Black and Hispanic Coalition in getting 

community leaders elected to public office. Through his service at the Glenn Hines Boys and Girls Club he  

coordinated the City of Newburgh's National Night Out Against Crime and Violence in 2004 and 2005 receiving 

national recognition each year for cities in its population class. He was an active member of the Majestic Club of 

Newburgh, New York serving as an officer in various positions over 35 years.  

 

Fraternally, Mr. Sanders is a fifty-three years member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He maintains active 

membership in the Upsilon Tau Chapter of Poughkeepsie, New York having devoted time and service as the Chapter's 

Basileus, Keeper of Records and Seals, Chair of the Upsilon Tau Scholarship Committee and participant in the 

Chapter's outreach and uplift initiatives. In addition, Mr. Sanders is a charter member of Masada Lodge # 115 of the 

Prince Hall Free and Accepted Masons of Newburgh, New York.  

 

Presently Mr. Sanders is the president of the Hillside High School Class of 1964, an active participant and volunteer 

at the Durham Center for Senior life, a member of the North Carolina Central University Alumni Association, a 

member of the National Alumni Association of Hillside High School and maintains active membership in the United 

Methodist denomination as a member of the New Creation United Methodist Church in Durham. He serves faithfully 

in his church in several areas of ministry and is a Certified Lay Servant in the United Methodist denomination. Mr. 

Sanders firmly believes that his light should shine through his life work and service to others as  

stated in Matthew Chapter 5 Verse 16.  

  



National Alumni Association of Hillside High School 

Hall of Fame Members 
2006 Inductees 

Rashard Lee ‘95 

John H. Lucas, Jr.  ‘72 

Alex Miller ‘04 

“The Pony Express”  

1965-66 HHS Basketball Team 

Rodney Rogers ‘90 

 

2007 Inductees 

Willie R. Bradshaw ‘45 

Clarke A. Egerton, Jr ‘50 

Sen. Jeanne H. Lucas ‘53 

Missouri A. Morris ‘53 

 

2008 Inductees 

Dr. Lavonia I. Allison ‘47 

Pastor Shirley Caesar ‘57 

John L. “Chief” Holloway ‘41 

William T. Turner, Sr. ‘52 

 

2009 Inductees 

Dr. Thomas B. Bass ‘39 

Judge Allyson K. Duncan ‘68 

Dr. Beverly Washington Jones ‘66 

Atty. Thomas Gatewood Sampson ‘64 

 

2010 Inductees 

Frank Howard Alston ‘35 

Dr. Regina George Bowden ‘67 

Judge Elaine O’Neal Bushfan ‘80 

Wallace H. Royal ‘52 

2011 Inductees 

Wilma Dillard ‘77 

Minnie Forte-Brown ‘67 

Omega Curtis Parker ‘54 

Amb. Robert C. Perry (Ret.) ‘63 

 

2012 Inductees 

Vivian L. Edmonds ‘44 

Deborah G. Giles ‘64 

Fred D. McNeill, Jr. ‘49 

Peggy Johnson Tapp ‘58 

2013 Inductees 

Lou Suit Barnes ‘39 

Alfred A. Brown ‘68 

Marcia Owen ‘73 

H. Michael Spears ‘65 

 

2014 Inductees 

Anthony Lee “Tony” Ford ‘66 

Bobby Marshall Henderson ‘63 

Ervin Lee Hester ‘55 

Clinton “Chip” Shearin ‘79 

 

2015 Inductees 

Rachel H. Green ‘59 

Maisha Jackson ‘99 

Sarah Bell Lucas ‘55 

James A. Stewart ‘66 

 

2016 Inductees 

William L. Hayes ‘61 

Joseph T. Mitchell ‘45 

Tonya T. Robinson ‘88 

Ernestine K. Turner ‘52 

 

2017 Inductees 

Albert “Blood” Daniel ‘62 

Donald Q. Fozard ‘64 

Herman “Little G” Graham, Jr ‘62 

Lee Johnson, Jr. ‘61 

Bonnie Logan ‘67 

Thomas “Hawk” Long, Jr. ‘65 

Harrison “Bud” Lyon ‘60 

Silas Mayfield ‘68 

Colonel Herbert G. Parker ‘47 

Augustus Thompson, Jr. ‘67 

Craig Umstead ‘78 

 

2018 Inductees 

Emmett Tilley, Jr. ‘57 

James Walter Brown, Jr. ‘63 

Julia Ann Fairley ‘64 

Beverly Barnes Evans ‘66 

Lamonte Pennington ‘97 



Friends of Hillside Service Award Honorees 

 

 

Grover C. Burthey, Jr. 
 

Grover C. Burthey, Jr. was born at Lincoln Hospital, the son 

of Grover C. Burthey, Sr. and Thomasine Kirkland Burthey. 

He grew up on Fayetteville Street and enjoyed most of his 

youth at W.D. Hill Recreation Center and Hillside Park 

swimming pool. He was educated in the Durham Public 

Schools until transferring to Phillips Academy in Andover, MA. where he finished 

High School. He attended Howard University for two years. He next enrolled at 

Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science where he received his degree in Mortuary 

Science and was then licensed as an Embalmer and Funeral Director in North 

Carolina. He later finished his undergraduate education at Duke University, where 

he received his B.A. degree in English Literature, with honors. Next, he received his 

Juris Doctor degree from UNC School of Law and was licensed to practice law in 

North Carolina. 

 

In addition to his general practice of law, he served as Staff Attorney in the 

Legislative Services Office of the North Carolina General Assembly and later as  

Construction Coordinator for the NC Department of Administration Office of 

Historically Underutilized Businesses where he worked to increase minority 

participation on state construction projects.  

 

All the while he practiced law, he always worked closely with his father, learning 

and gaining experience, and training as a master embalmer and restorative artist. 

 

He and his wife, Pamela Monk Burthey, also a licensed Funeral Director, own and 

operate Burthey Funeral Service. They are members of Christian Faith Center of 

Creedmoor. They have three sons, Cleveland, Gaston and Kirkland and two 

grandsons, Luke and Simon. 
 

 

  



H. M. “Mickey” Michaux, Jr. 
 
Representative Henry M. Michaux, Jr. was born September 4, 1930 and attended the 

public schools of Durham, NC, and graduated from Palmer Memorial Institute, Sedalia, 

NC.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree from North Carolina Central 

University in 1952 and a Juris Doctor Degree with honors in 1964.  Further graduate work 

was completed in Business Administration and Economics at North Carolina Central 

University and in Physiology and Biochemistry at Rutgers University. He served in the 

United States Army Medical Corps from 1952 until 1954; and in the Army Reserves from 

1954 until 1960.   

Representative Michaux has been a licensed and practicing Real Estate Broker and Property Casualty Agent and 

Broker in the State of North Carolina for 50 + years.  He is a practicing attorney and was admitted to practice before 

all local and federal courts including the United States Supreme Court.   

Representative Michaux  was appointed by President Jimmy Carter in 1977 as the United States Attorney for the 

Middle District of North Carolina – the first African American to serve in that position in the South.  

Representative Michaux served in the North Carolina House of Representatives and was elected in 1972 – 1977 and 

re-elected in 1984-present.  Among his notable achievements in the North Carolina Legislature have been to serve as 

Senior Chair of Appropriations Committee (Chief Budget Writer) from 2007-2010, the election of African American 

judges, enhancements of voting rights, support of Historically Black Colleges and Universities and support of Minority 

Economic Development programs.  

Representative Michaux was a founder and first chairperson of the North Carolina Black Leadership Caucus. He is 

the longest serving member in the North Carolina House of Representatives of the North Carolina General Assembly.    

He served on the Board of Trustees of North Carolina Central University, Board of Directors of the North Carolina 

Central University Foundation and as the National President of the North Carolina Central University Alumni 

Association for three terms.  

Among numerous honors and awards (too many to list), Representative Michaux received are an Honorary Doctor of 

Law degree from North Carolina Central University, inducted into the North Carolina Central University Athletic Hall 

of Fame, the naming of NCCU’s School of Education and building, in his honor, to the “H. M. Michaux, Jr. School 

of Education”,  Spectacular Magazine’s Man of  the Year - Lifetime Achievement Award, NC NAACP Humanitarian 

Award,   NC Justice Center - Champion of Justice Award,  inducted into the National Black College Alumni Hall of 

Fame in the area of Government and was awarded the James E. Shepard Medallion by North Carolina Central 

University. He also received the Greater Durham Black Chamber of Commerce-2018 Man of the Year  

Award, the Durham County Bar Association-2018 Inaugural Durham’s Dedicated Award, the Greater Durham 

Chamber of Commerce-2019 Civic Honor Award, the North Carolina Association of Educators (NCAE)-2019 

President’s Award, the Durham Community MLK Jr Steering Committee-2019 Keeper of the Dream Award, North 

Carolina Bar Association 2019 Legal Legend of Color Award, the Order of the Long Leaf Pine and recognition in the 

Congressional Record of the US House of Representatives.  He also received the Legacy Award from the Hillside 

High School Drama Department in 2019 and was recognized by the Hillside High School Class of 1970 for his service 

in 2018.  

Representative Michaux is married to the former June Elizabeth Williams(HHS Class of 1970) and the family consists 

of two adult children and five grandchildren. He is a member of St. Joseph AME Church, a life time member of 

NAACP and a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 

  



PATRONS 
We would like to thank all our patrons for their generous support in every category 

Patron:  up to $49.00 – Silver Patron: $50.00 to $74.99 – Gold Patron: $75.00 -$99.99 Blue and White Hornet Patron: $100.00 and greater. 

 

Supporting 

Virginia Watson Adams 
Blue & White Patron 

Dr. Sandra Wray-McAfee 

 
Supporting 

Audrey Fairley Boykin 
Blue & White Patron 

Mary Ann E. Black 
Gold Patrons 

Glenda of Aura Nails 

Mr. Baldwin & Mrs. Janeen Gammage. 
Patrons 

Mrs. Karen Kellum Hines 

Dr. Mary Jacobs 

Mr. Alexander & Mrs. Nichelle Perry 

Mrs. Edith Devine Chavis 

Rev. Mrs. Joyce Harry Bellinger 

Mr. Abdur & Mrs. Olivia Jackson 

Mr. Bernard and Dorothy Sterling 

Rev. & Mrs. Ryan Brooks 

Mr. BJ and Mrs. Tiffany Johnson 

Miranda Fairley Shore 

Mr. Lance & Mrs. Henriette Scott 

Mrs. Gia Peebles 

Mrs. Carolyn Walker 

Mrs. Gale Crews 

Pastor Rachel & Deacon Henry Green 

Mrs. Edna Williams 

Mrs. DeLois Washington 

 
Supporting 

Ferne Thorpe Dixon 
Blue & White Hornet Patrons 

Craig & Wanda Page 

Mack and Sue Jarmon 

Godal Family Dentistry 

Herbert & Anita Bailey 
Gold Patrons 

Friday Friends 

Ron & Wendy Logan Ashford 

Charlotte & Bill Mallory 

Silver Patrons 

Angela Page Parker 

Audrey Fairley Boykin 

Maxine Turner Fitts 

Dorothy Morrow 
 

 

 

Ferne Thorpe Dixon 
(continued) 

Patrons 

Carolyn T. Walker 

Literate Ladies 

Walter & Clara McMillan 

Amelia Thorpe 

Jean Wiggins 
 

Supporting 

Claudine Daye Lewis 
Blue & White Hornet Patrons 

Dr. Sampson Harrell & Dr. Lizzie Harrell 

William L. Hayes, Sr. 

Lee & Veronica Johnson 

Doris Schooler Penn 

Allen & Sharon Parker Pettaway 

Marie Shaw Simmons 

Viveca D. Wingfield 

Silver Patrons 

Catherine C. Ascott 

Hillside High School Class of 1961  

Larry and Joyce Bass 

Ferne Thorpe Dixon 

Patricia B. McGhee 

Ambassador Mattie R. Sharpless 

Valeria Haskins Wilson 
Patrons 

Gail Crews 

Francine Davis 

Carmen Dorsey 

Olivia Garner Gilmore  

Carl & Peggy Johnson 

Rosetta B. Johnson 

Queen Lawrence 

Carol Nixon 

Deborah J. Smith 

The Hon. A. Leon Stanback   

& Mrs. Michelle Stanback 

Alice M. Walker 

Carolyn B. Wallace 

Edna J. Williams 

Mildred Williams 

Standra Kay Patterson 
 

 

 



 

 

Supporting 

James Sanders, Jr. 
Gold Patron 

Ricky & Patricia Buie McGhee 
Silver Patron 

Delores H. Vaughan 
Patron 

Lynn Smith 
 

Supporting 

H.M. “Mickey” Michaux, Jr. 
Gold Patron 

Mrs. June W. Michaux 

 
Supporting 

Lennis Harris 
(Mr. HHS Alumni Contestant) 

Blue & White Hornet Patrons 

Rob Hawkins 

Carl McMillon 

The Harris Family 

Ray & Pat Moulton 
Gold Hornet Patrons 

Andre Harris 

Tony Ryan 
Silver Hornet Patrons 

Sonny & Martha Harris 

Grey Holloman 

Craig Page 

Dale Jones 

Ted Caver 
Patrons 

Andy Thomas 

Matt Williams 

Vicki Pierce 

Cynthia Thomas Trayhamn 

Sandra Coleman 

Adrien Sutton 

Elaine Saunders 

Matt Hafar 

Michele Allison-Davis 

Valencia Robinson Swain 
 

 

 

 

Supporting 

Veronica Hopkins 
(Ms. HHS Alumni Contestant) 

Blue and White Hornet Patron 

Tekierra Hopkins Lewis 
Silver Patrons 

Jacqueline Jopkins Gregg 

Jauna Lance 

Katina Tolbert Minter 

Marian Gentry Monroe 

Ed & Mary Rogers Taylor 

Nicole Smith 
Patrons 

Beverly Witherspoon 

Denise T. Burnette 

Devin Hopkins 

Ethel Fuller 

Fannie & Oliver Wilson 

Fay Mims Barbee 

Gailette Harris Barnes 

Glenda Ochman 

Jeremy Daye 

Lela Dantzler 

Linda Partridge Peacock 

Melanie Shovelski 

Michelle Mitchell 

Miranda Garrett 

Pamela Hopkins 

Phillip & Teressa Hayes 

Randy Garrett 

Sandra Coleman 

Stanley & Anita Vass 

Viki Hubert Newkirk 

W. Marie Huggins-Brandon 

 
Supporting 

NAAHHS 
Blue & White Hornet Patron 

Patricia & Raymond Moulton 
Silver Patron 

Robert C. Perry 
Patron 

Ed & Mary Rogers Taylor 

Edith D. Chavis 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

NAAHHS 

LIFE MEMBERS 

F. Vincent Allison III 

Lavonia I. Allison 

Christina Anglin 

Alethia Credle Bell 

Frederick “Stoney” Brown 

Gloria Thorpe Doyle 

Beverly J. Evans 

Ed Fulbright 

Deborah George Giles 

Jessie Giles 

Mary F. Keith Shaw 

Sarah Bell Lucas 

Missouri Morris 

Renee Nixon 

Edith Penny 

John Perry 

Eric Rivera 

Michael Spears 

Mary Rogers Taylor 

Phyllis Throckmorton 

William Turner, Sr. 

Valerie Wynne-Hall 



2019 Hundred Dollar Bill Club Members 

 

 

 



 

2018-19 Ms. Hillside Alumnae 

 

Beverly Barnes Evans 
Class of 1966 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





















 



 







 





 









 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

   



 

 

   



   
 

     
 



   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


